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Briefing: UCAS End of Cycle data 2025 

UCAS has published a series of data resources and reports as part of the 2025 End of Cycle release.  

Headlines for the whole higher education sector 

• 759,830 applicants in total and 577,725 accepted applicants (all ages, all domiciles) in the 2025 cycle. 

• 76% of UCAS applicants in the 2025 cycle were accepted onto UK undergraduate programmes. This 

is comparable to the 2024 acceptance rate (75.1%).  

• Overall, there has been a record number of UK 18-year-olds accepted to university or college, with 

320, 570 accepted in 2025.  

• Conversely, there has been a decrease in the number of accepted mature students (aged over 21 

years) in this cycle which 3% down on last year.  

• There has been a 6.8% increase in the number of accepted international students this year 

compared to 2025.  

• Higher tariff providers have seen 7.4% increase in acceptances in 2025 to 187,900 the highest on 

record. 

• The number of accepted applicants to ‘subjects allied to medicine’ which includes nursing, 

midwifery, pharmacy and the allied health professions has reached a record high, totalling 75, 990. 

This includes some variation compared to 2024 figures with a 3% growth in accepted midwifery 

students, 4% growth in accepted children’s nursing students, and a 13% growth in accepted 

physiotherapy students; however there has been a 2% fall in accepted adult nursing students and a 

13% fall in accepted learning disability nursing students.  

• Engineering and technology, subjects allied to medicine, law and social sciences have seen increases 

in acceptances from 2024. Design, creative and performing arts, computing and languages have seen 

decreases in acceptances form 2024.  

• Insight from the 2025 UCAS Clearing survey shows the most common reason applicants used 

‘Decline my place’ was for a change in subject and the most common pull factors for choosing a 

new course was location and course reputation.  

• The proportion of UK 18-year-old accepted applicants intending to live at home (31%) continues to 

increase.  

https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/undergraduate-statistics-and-reports/ucas-undergraduate-end-of-cycle-data-resources-2025?hash=QdmsyJkZ7rXNVqmXZ8PfWuFzAhz3FzU_CJ4a9GZi4r8
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Headlines for nursing courses 

Key statistics for 2025 UCAS cycle:  

• This year, 47,660 students applied for nursing higher education courses in the UK. This represents a 

1.6% increase since 2024. 

  

• From these applicants, 26,315 were accepted into undergraduate nursing courses across the UK, a 

0.7% decrease from 2024.  

 

• There were 14,950 acceptances into undergraduate nursing courses at lower tariff providers, 8,535 

at medium tariff providers, and 2,830 at higher tariff providers.  

 

• There were 23,095 female acceptances and 3,095 male acceptances.  

 

• The number of international domiciled accepted applicants increased slightly to 1,090, from 1,005 in 

2024. In 2025, 910 of these were non-EU domiciled which has increased from 850 in 2024.   

 

• Increases in acceptances from 2024 were seen at providers in England (0.7%) and Northern Ireland 

(8.1%), whereas there were decreases at providers in Wales (15.5%) and Scotland (5.5%). 

 

• There was a mix of increases and decreases depending on age groups. All age groups under 24-years 

saw increases in accepted applicants from 2024 to 2025, with the largest increase among 18-year-

olds, increasing by 5.7%. All age groups over 24 years saw a decrease in accepted applicants from 

2024 to 2025. The biggest reduction was seen in the 30-34 age group, which dropped by 12.8%.  

Headlines for midwifery courses 

Key statistics for 2025 UCAS cycle: 

• This year, 9,250 students applied for midwifery higher education courses in the UK which represents a 

slight increase from 2024.  

 

• From these applicants, 4,140 of students were accepted into undergraduate midwifery courses across 

the UK which is a 3.1% increase from 2024.  

 

• There were 2,170 acceptances into undergraduate midwifery courses at lower tariff providers, 1,420 

acceptances at medium tariff providers and 550 at higher tariff providers.  

 

• There has been a decrease in the number of accepted male applicants.   

 

• There continues to be small numbers of international domiciled accepted applicants (35).   

 

• Increases in acceptances from 2024 were seen at providers in England (3.5%), Northern Ireland (2%) 

and Scotland (4%). There were decreases at providers in Wales (3.7%). 
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• There was a mix of small increases and decreases depending on age groups. There were small 

increases in accepted applicants for those aged 18 years (7.1%) and 19 years (12.%). The biggest 

decrease was seen in those aged 25-29 years (11.5%).  

For more information contact:  

Robyn Cooke, Policy and Research Manager, robyn.cooke@cod-health.ac.uk   

mailto:robyn.cooke@cod-health.ac.uk

