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Council of Deans of Health Response to the Quality 

Assurance Agency (QAA) for Higher Education Subject 

Benchmark Statement Consultation - Paramedics 

22 April 2016   

 

Council of Deans of Health  

The Council of Deans of Health (CoDH) is the representative voice of the UK’s university 

health faculties engaged in education and research for nursing, midwifery and the allied 

health professions. Further information about us can be read at: 

http://www.councilofdeans.org.uk/.  

 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation.   

 

Consultation questions 

 

Q1. Overall, does the revised Subject Benchmark Statement continue to 

define the nature of the subject area and academic standards expected 

of graduates in the subject? 

 

Yes. We welcome this timely revision of the Subject Benchmark Statement for paramedics. 

We believe the document more accurately reflects the development of the profession and 

expectations of patient management in the unscheduled care environment. The academic 

standards are more accurately defined; particularly with the inclusion of post-graduate level 

practice.  

 

Q2. Does the information in the introductory sections successfully 

describe the nature of the subject and associated education and 

training? If not, what additional aspects might be included, excluded or 

elaborated? 

 

Partially. The introductory sections describe the role well and we are pleased that the 

autonomous practitioner has been included. However, the document is lacking some detail 

related to the level of qualification for entry to the HCPC register for paramedics. The Council 

supports the aspiration to progress paramedic science to an all graduate profession; however, 

http://www.councilofdeans.org.uk/
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as the current minimum educational threshold for entry onto the register is equivalent to a 

Certificate of Higher Education, we believe this should be set out clearly in the Statement.  

 

Q3. Does the section on subject knowledge and understanding still 

describe the core aspects of the subject area? Are there any areas of 

knowledge that should be included to reflect newly emerged areas of 

teaching/research? Are there any areas that have become redundant? 

 

Yes. We suggest that knowledge and understanding of human factor principles should be 

added to the list of core knowledge, understanding and skills for paramedics.  

 

Q4. Does the section relating to skills cover adequately the skills 

expected of a graduate in the subject area? 

 

Yes.  

 

Q5. Does the section on teaching, learning and assessment continue to 

provide an appropriate indication of the types of teaching and 

assessment relevant to the subject area? 

 

Yes. However, this section could benefit from adding links to HEA guidelines.  

 

Q6. Does the benchmark standards section successfully articulate what 

is expected of a graduate in the subject area in terms of a 

threshold level of attainment at Bachelor's and Master's? 

 

Yes, the section effectively represents an appropriate academic level for Bachelors and 

Masters programmes.  
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Q7. Please add any further observations relating to the revised Subject 

Benchmark Statement not covered in the questions above. 

The Statement is generic and has limited specificity to practical subject knowledge but should 

be a useful reference point in the design, delivery and review of paramedic education 

programmes at level 6 or above.  

 

Contact for further information: 

Rachel Craine, Senior Policy Officer, Council of Deans of Health 

Rachel.Craine@cod-health.ac.uk 
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